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s T RS TV 253 ) DTN SN - Go up this way in the south and climb up the mountain.

In telling thern how to travel, Moses revealed to the explorers the reason he was sending them and
the purpose of their mission. To undeistand this, we must tum back to the story of Jeseph being
sent by Jacob to inquire about the weltare of his brothers in Shechem. So Jacob] sent [Joseph] from the

valley of Hebron [';‘['\;5 =nym], and he came to Shechem (Gen. 37:14). Rashi commenis {sv. poyn): But was
not Hebron situated on a hill, as it is said (Num. 13:23], They went up in the south, and ke came to Hebron?
Rather; [the meaning is that Jacob sent him] in consew/the Inecessity of bringing into operation the]
profound thought {eitzah amukah) of the righteous man ho was buried in Hebron—in order that there
right be fulfilled that which was spoken to Abraham fwhen the covenant was made] “between the parts.”
The Midrash saw great symbolism in the words 27 p2v. In a valley surrounded by towering

his field of vision is limited. However, a

person standing on the peak of the mountain can encompass 2 Targe area with a single glangg, His

field of vision is enormous.

Jacob did not just send Joseph: he accompanied him for part of the road and then down the
slope Toto the depression of Hebron. Jacob was completely unaware of the consequences this er-

lley: he did not see far enough. His intuition, his outlook, his

ghance, usually embraced enormous arcas. byt not this time, not on that day Had Jacob had his
incisive intuition, he would never have sent Joseph at all. Jacob knew very well that Joseph was
disliked: to send Joseph to Shechem to inguire about the health and welfare gf his brothers was
foolhardy. But Jacob was in a valley, 1727 72¢. Had he been on the peak of the mountain as he usu-

ally was, had he been inspired that day, he would never have tost joseph. Buf he descended with

Joseph from the peak of the mountain into the valley.into the depression, and his view became

obscured. He sent Joseph, and in sending Joseph he also precipitated the exile in Egypt.

The history of Jewish exile started the very moment Jacob turmed his back on Joseph. And now,
Moses said, we are elected to carry ont anorher assignment, a much more pleasant and joviul one.

We are elected to climb up the mount, to stg i cast a searching glance. We begiong
not to the waiting generatons, but ta.the fulQlling generation. Tha is what Moses said to the twelve

would-be explorers: Jacob came down the mount. you go up the mount. You will see something

which Tacob did not see. You will see that the people are returning to the land.

Moses told thern to travel via the Negev. The Negev is the cradle of Jewish history: The “cov-
enant berween the pieces” most probabiy took place in the Negev. The Negev pulled Abraham
{Gen. 12:9). This is the spot where the greal covenant was concluded betweern. God, man, and
land. Now, said Moses, go and reverse Jacobs movement. Go not from the peak of the mount into
the depression, but from the valley unto the peak of the mount. And when you stand at the peak
of the mount, see what [kind of] land it is (verse 18). This was not a question but a prediction: you

will see what the land is. You will encounter a great vision, a wondrous spectacle. You will realize

the link between God and the 1and, and understand that there is perfect harmony and an eternal

s

bond. You will understznd the quality and the essence of the land that is the abode of the Shechinah, |

that only there can the people realize their great potential. You will see that the land is worthy of !
our sacrifices, our waiting, our faith, our hope. The uniqueness and singularity of Eretz Yisrael

can somehow be united with the element of segulak, the uniqueness and singularity of the people.

(Vision and Leadership, pp. 183-184)
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( H ow is it passible that a generatxon wh:ch wwnessed countFess
open miracles from God—the exodus from Egypt, the splitting of

rthey ol behelp?ess For God's rmracles haﬁ:i___ y
coul pruwde assistance bY OTeaR

the Reed Ses, manna in the desest, toname but afew—were deceived . 'that God s POVIERCE Wi

W™

(’ {add These

longer'fall, and Mm s well would no fonger produte water—as was k(

by the spies that “We are uriable o go up against the people for they
are.stranger r.hzn us” . 31)2 How dld thew faith. crurnb!e so guickiy?-

G ' binary logic.
They beli ieve in God and ing the pewer of Divine mterveatlon with -

£ ided githarb ﬂ'!el"
of pature, or,. 1fGod so 'm - Djving intervention:

Py AT T I 5
not conceme of the scenariowhere. God 5 5 Mgernaturai prowdence
extends through the vell of rature. - . s

From the time when Mushe first annaunced the exodus from Egypt
until this point, when rhe Jewish people were ponsed to_enter the
Land-of lsrael, God had gmded thegn ‘with a series of open mzracles
But, the spies argued w,gg‘gg_the Jewrsh heople v
i {g. gease.. The manna would no

raCICR- XACS 1‘ 'I

indeed the case—-meamng thai the Jewish ‘people wouild be forced to
seek their sustenance thrbugh naturzl means. Then the spies argued,

TS y .
w33 as Hif o say: ‘When we wilh-be: rooccupied with: eammg ES
to. hve a:ife. of. Drvmer

 fiving: through hatural means, jouf. ability. to
worshlp will be totally consumed" Ho prove thelr pomt, they “cited

the casé of the nefi hm—glants w39, who 'were angefs white ir. the -
spsntua{ly Conducive  environment of:the heavens but becamé .
immediatély corrupted:as 50005 they began tolivea physzca[ lifeon:

QEarth {see’ Yaﬂmt anmom citedhin dassfc QﬂESUOﬂ’S?

Yehoshua and Calev! responded “If God des:res us; He wifl brrﬁg“ ;
#g). .God s not - botind by any limitafion -
whatsoever: Since. He, desires us o make a heme for, !—hm in. this,,

mJszos H:s .

us. to- this L.and’

physical world through ‘the observance of- Tor,
prmndence ‘will extend to Us within'the confines:of nature. God will-
help us'every single day, not with earth-shattesing miracliss, biut wrth
“smmalt rmracles that do, not overtly break the naturat order. -

{Based on L:ku!ef SlChOSvel 4, p 1041ff vol. 28, pp. 97 2)
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